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Preface

Now in its fifth year, the University of Wisconsin–Madison Libraries’ Honoring the 
Faculty program is an established tradition that recognizes faculty who receive pro-
motion by adding a book in their name to one of the university libraries. A commemo-
rative bookplate is placed inside the cover that identifies the honoree by name, title, 
department, and year of promotion.
	 When faculty members are initially contacted, they are encouraged to select a 
book title representing something meaningful to them either professionally or person-
ally. Selected titles may include books that informed their teaching or research, books 
they authored or co-authored, or books that inspired them as children. Each pro-
moted faculty member is asked to write a brief explanation of why they recommended 
the book. Not all respondents comment on their selections, but when they do, their 
observations are sometimes revealing.
	 Promotion in rank is a major achievement in the professional life of faculty. It 
is the culmination of years of work, representing excellence in research, teaching, and 
service to the university and the wider community. The Libraries were inspired to 
initiate this program because the library staff has so many occasions to observe the 
extraordinary talent, energy, and effort required to achieve promotion and tenure at 
the University of Wisconsin–Madison.
	 The books added to the collection are paid for using the unrestricted gift funds 
of the UW–Madison Libraries. The depth and excellence of library collections—
enriched by programs such as this one—would not be possible without the generosity 
of donors.
	 Every effort has been made with this publication to ensure that no one is over-
looked. However it is possible for promotions to be made after the spring announce-
ment. If this occurs, the faculty member will be recognized in the following year.
	 I wish to acknowledge the important contributions of Elisabeth Owens, who 
manages the Honoring the Faculty program and all publication projects of the 
Libraries’ Parallel Press. Thanks also to Richard Reeb who provides essential over-
sight of the process for acquiring and processing the honorees’ selections. The books 
selected provide a reminder of the attainments of each UW–Madison faculty member 
and the compilation will serve as a permanent historical record of the University of 
Wisconsin–Madison.

Ken Frazier, Director
General Library System





Faculty Promotions, 2008 
University of Wisconsin–Madison

Note: Some faculty elected not to select a book or issue a statement, but their 
names and department are recorded here for preservation purposes.

Alexandra K. Adams
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Family Medicine

Indigenous Peoples and Diabetes: Community Empowerment and Wellness.
Edited by Mariana Leal Ferreira and Gretchen Chesley Lang. Durham: 
Carolina Academic Press, 2006.

This book powerfully describes the role and view of diabetes in the lives of indig-
enous people in North America. It had a profound effect on my thinking about 
community health interventions and community-based participatory research 
partnerships for health interventions with the American Indian communities 
I work with in Wisconsin. One of my earliest mentors, Dr. Ann Macaulay at 
McGill University, has a chapter on her work with the Kahanawake School 
Diabetes Prevention Program in this book. I had the good fortune to participate 
in data analysis for that project and publish with her. It is a must-read for anyone 
working in health with indigenous or underserved communities.

Aseem Z. Ansari
College of Agricultural and Life Sciences, Department of Biochemistry

Wiley Encyclopedia of Chemical Biology.
Tadhg P. Begley, Chief Advisor. John Wiley and Sons, 2009.

No statement provided.

Ann M. Archbold
College of Letters and Science, Department of Theatre and Drama

Light Fantastic: The Art and Design of Stage Lighting.
Max Keller. 2nd edition. New York: Prestel, 2006.

A visually stunning book that explores a design aesthetic rarely seen in American 
theatre; it is a rich resource for theory and practice, and it is an inspiration for  
all artists.

Thomas J. D. Armbrecht
College of Letters and Science, Department of French and Italian

Voir les didascalies.
Sanda Golopentia-Eretescu and Monique Martinez-Thomas. Ibéricas, no. 3. 
Richmond Hill, NY: Ideal Foreign Books, 1994.

This book was written by my dissertation advisor. It helped shape my first book 
and continues to be useful to me today.
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Neeraj Arora
School of Business

Bayesian Statistics and Marketing.
Peter E. Rossi, Greg M. Allenby, and Rob McCulloch. Wiley, 2005.

This is a great book because it makes implementation of Bayesian methods read-
ily accessible. Greg Allenby, one of the authors, was my PhD advisor, and I have 
tremendous respect for his work.

Anthony P. Auger
College of Letters and Science, Department of Psychology

Handbook of Neurochemistry and Molecular Neurobiology: Behavioral 
Neurochemistry, Neuroendocrinology and Molecular Neurobiology.
Volume Editor, Jeffrey D. Blaustein. 3rd edition. Springer, 2007.

I chose this book in honor of my mentor, Jeff Blaustein.

Howard Harry Bailey
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Medicine

Challenging Moral Particularism.
Edited by Mark Norris Lance, Matjaz Potrc, and Vojko Strahovnik. 
Routledge, 2008.

No statement provided.

Lori L. Bakken
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Medicine

Matthew I. Banks
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Anesthesiology

Rhythms of the Brain.
Gyorgy Buzsaki. Oxford University Press, 2006.

This book is a valuable and accessible introduction to an important aspect of  
cognitive neuroscience, as well as a good reference for people in the field.

Paul R. Barford
College of Letters and Science, Department of Computer Sciences

The Criticisms of the Theory of Forms in the First Part of Plato’s Parmenides.
Robert Barford. PhD dissertation, Indiana University, 1970.

This is my father’s PhD thesis (Indiana University, 1970). His life example is 
why I am a professor today. He would have been proud of my promotion, and 
this is a chance for me to honor him.

Judith S. Bartfeld
School of Human Ecology, Department of Consumer Science

Michele A. Basso
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Physiology
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Ruth E. Benedict
School of Education, Department of Kinesiology

Improving Hand Function in Cerebral Palsy: Theory, Evidence  
and Intervention.
Edited by Ann-Christin Eliasson and Patricia Burtner.  
London: Mac Keith Press, 2008.

This compendium of papers on the impairment of hand function among children 
with cerebral palsy addresses an area of interest to me as a researcher, teacher, 
and occupational therapy practitioner. Children with special health care needs, 
and particularly those with limitations of function, are the focus of my research 
program. The book was published the year I achieved tenure, but it is not yet in 
the library’s collection. The most current research evidence supporting occupa-
tional therapy interventions for children with cerebral palsy are reported within 
its pages. The book also demonstrates the power of interdisciplinary practice 
and research across health, educational, and social contexts—processes which I 
believe are critical to the provision of quality services for children with special 
needs and their families.

Helen E. Blackwell
College of Letters and Science, Department of Chemistry

Leslie D. Blasius
College of Letters and Science, School of Music

Daniel M. Bolt
School of Education, Department of Educational Psychology

Contemporary Psychometrics: A Festschrift for Roderick P. McDonald.
Edited by John J. McArdle and Albert Maydeu-Olivares.  
Lawrence Erlbaum, 2005.

Rod McDonald was a mentor of mine while I was in graduate school at the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

Lev Borisov
College of Letters and Science, Department of Mathematics

Gail M. Brassard
College of Letters and Science, Department of Theatre and Drama

Dressed: A Century of Hollywood Costume Design.
Deborah Nadoolman Landis. 1st edition. New York: Collins Design, 2007.

The work of the costume designers who have come before us is so beautifully and 
thoroughly archived in this book. I chose this book in hope that it will continue 
to inspire young designers in their work.
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Wade A. Bushman
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Surgery

American Art to 1900: A Documentary History.
Sarah Burns. University of California Press, 2009.

No statement provided.

Andrei H. Caldararu
College of Letters and Science, Department of Mathematics

Amy O. Charkowski
College of Agricultural and Life Sciences, Department of Plant Pathology

Changing Planes.
Ursula K. Le Guin. Harcourt, 2003.

This is one of the few books of fiction that I have read that has a character who is 
a plant pathologist. Also, I have spent many hours of my life in airports, changing 
planes, just like the narrator of these stories.

Guanghong Chen
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Medical Physics

Naomi C. Chesler
College of Engineering, Department of Biomedical Engineering

The Difference: How the Power of Diversity Creates Better Groups, Firms, 
Schools, and Societies.
Scott E. Page. Princeton University Press, 2007.

I recently read this book and really like the quantitative argument the author 
makes for diversity. As we try to develop better strategies for diversifying the 
engineering workforce (and—eventually and hopefully—gender and race equity 
and equality), it is important to know why we’re doing it—to find better solutions 
to the world’s problems.

Glen Steven Close
College of Letters and Science, Department of Spanish and Portuguese

Contemporary Hispanic Crime Fiction: A Transatlantic Discourse on  
Urban Violence.
Glen S. Close. 1st edition. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008.

This is my “tenure book,” written here in Madison with the support of the 
university, so I thought it appropriate to use this opportunity to add it to the 
UW–Madison Libraries’ collection. Thanks very much!

Cameron Robert Currie
College of Agricultural and Life Sciences, Department of Bacteriology

The Superorganism: The Beauty, Elegance, and Strangeness of  
Insect Societies.
Bert Holldobler and Edward O. Wilson. W.W. Norton, 2009.

I study microbes associated with social insects.
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Serguei Denissov
College of Letters and Science, Department of Mathematics

The Uncertainty Principle in Harmonic Analysis (Ergebnisse der Mathematik 
und ihrer Grenzgebiete. 3. Folge: A Series of Modern Surveys  
in Mathematics).
Victor Havin and Burglind Jöricke. Springer, 1994.

This is a good book for the UW–Madison Libraries.

Anuj Chang Desai
School of Law

The Satanic Verses.
Salman Rushdie. Viking, 1988.

It should go without saying why I think The Satanic Verses is such an important 
book; it represents the power of ideas. It was published when I was a gradu-
ate student at Columbia University. I remember distinctly the freedom-to-read 
signs blasting in large, hand-lettered signs at the campus bookstore on Broadway 
Avenue after Khomeini issued the fatwa and Rushdie was forced into hiding. 
Though I realized how easy it was and how insignificant it was to do so here in 
the United States, I plunked my $19.95 down—a princely sum for a graduate 
student in those days—and made my statement. And, then, of course, I had to 
read it, if only to make my statement stronger. Though I’m confident that much 
of the book’s meaning eluded me, Rushdie does have the ability to turn a phrase: 
“What is the opposite of faith?” the book’s narrator asks. “Not disbelief. Too 
final, certain, closed; itself a kind of belief, doubt.”

An Hai Doan
College of Letters and Science, Department of Computer Sciences

Wikinomics: How Mass Collaboration Changes Everything
Don Tapscott and Anthony D. Williams. Penguin Group (USA) 
Incorporated,  2008. 

No statement provided.

Maureen S. Durkin
School of Medicine and Public Health,  
Department of Population Health Sciences

Cholera, Chloroform, and the Science of Medicine: A Life of John Snow.
Peter Vinten-Johansen, et al. Oxford University Press, 2003.

This is a biography of one of the founders of the field of epidemiology; a power-
ful, multilevel, interdisciplinary thinker ahead of his time; devoted to improving 
population health.

Marlowe W. Eldridge
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Pediatrics

High Altitude Medicine and Physiology.
John B. West, Robert B. Schoene, James S. Milledge. 4th edition.  
London: Hodder Arnold, 2007.

I teach an elective course in Wilderness Medicine for first- and second-year  
medical students. The course has become very popular, and this textbook is a 
great detailed reference for Altitude Physiology and Medicine.
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Paul G. Evans
College of Engineering, Department of Materials Science and Engineering

Elements of Modern X-Ray Physics.
Jens Als-Nielsen and Des McMorrow. Wiley, 2001.

This is a concise, thoughtful, and exciting book that manages to convey both the 
fundamentals of x-ray scattering and also the creative opportunities and fun that 
come with working in this field.

Sean Bedilion Fain
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Medical Physics

MRI of the Lung.
Edited by H.U. Kauczor. Springer, 2009.

This book captures the current status of my research field in a single text. 
Therefore, it seemed appropriate as a selection at this important stage in  
my career.

Aaron S. Field
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Radiology

Magnetic Resonance of Myelination and Myelin Disorders.
Marjo S. van der Knaap and Jaap Valk, with contributions by  
Frederik Barkhof. 3rd edition. Springer, 2005.

This exquisitely detailed, beautifully illustrated text is a comprehensive reference 
on magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) of the many disorders affecting the white 
matter of the central nervous system. It is not only the standard text in my field, 
but also an inspiration to continue the work of pushing the boundaries of what 
MRI can contribute to the diagnosis and therapy of these complex disorders.

Margaritis Fourakis
College of Letters and Science, Department of Communicative Disorders

Scott G. Gehlbach
College of Letters and Science, Department of Political Science

Naomi F. Geyer
College of Letters and Science, Department of East Asian Languages  
and Literature

Sara Guyer
College of Letters and Science, Department of English

L’Instant de ma Mort.
Maurice Blanchot. Fata Morgana, 1994.

This is both a key to my thinking and a brilliant little book.
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Richard R. Halverson
School of Education, Department of Educational Leadership 
and Policy Analysis

Plato: The Republic.
Translated and with an introduction by Reginald Allen.  
Yale University Press, 2006.

Reg. Allen was my mentor in my graduate studies, and his translation of  
The Republic was the most influential text in my academic career.

Mark A. Harrower
College of Letters and Science, Department of Geography

John Hawks
College of Letters and Science, Department of Anthropology

Judith A. Houck
College of Letters and Science, Department of Women’s Studies; School of 
Medicine and Public Health, Department of Medical History and Bioethics

Feminine Forever.
Robert A. Wilson. New York: Distributed in association with  
J.B. Lippincott Co., 1996.

This book, urging that women be placed on hormones from “puberty to the grave,” 
is a milestone in the history of menopause, the subject of my book, Hot and Bothered: 
Women, Medicine, and Menopause in Modern America. Wilson urged hormones in order 
to give aging women back their femininity and to prevent the “living decay” that 
was menopause.

Robert Glenn Howard
College of Letters and Science, Department of Communication Arts

Republic.com 2.0.
Cass Sunstein. Princeton University Press, 2007.

This updated edition of Republic.com represents a whole new book. It argues for the 
importance of participatory media, specifically in the argument made famous in 
Republic.com.

Anna Huttenlocher
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Medical Microbiology 
and Department of Pediatrics

Guide to Signal Pathways in Immune Cells.
E. Nigel Wardell. Humana, 2009.

No statement provided.
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Alexandru Ionescu
College of Letters and Science, Department of Mathematics

Harmonic Analysis: Real-Variable Methods, Orthogonality,  
and Oscillatory Integrals.
Elias M. Stein, with the assistance of Timothy S. Murphy.  
Princeton University Press, 1995.

No statement provided.

David F. Jarrard
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Urology

Architecture as Performance in Seventeenth-Century Europe: Court Ritual in 
Modena, Rome, and Paris.
Alice Jarrard. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2003.

This book provides a great insight into the Baroque period and is far away from 
the subject of medicine.

Deborah Jenson
College of Letters and Science, Department of French and Italian

Jessica G. Johnson
College of Letters and Science, School of Music

The Essays of Ralph Waldo Emerson.
Edited by Alfred R. Ferguson and Jean Ferguson Carr. Introduction by 
Alfred Kazin. Belknapp Press, 1987.

Since the first time I read this quote as a teenager it has served as my credo in the 
pursuit of artistry: “Insist on yourself; never imitate. Your own gift you can pres-
ent every moment with the cumulative force of a whole life’s cultivation; but of the 
adopted talent of another you have only an extemporaneous half possession.”

Timothy J. Kamp
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Medicine

Stephen D. Kantrowitz
College of Letters and Science, Department of History

Black Abolitionists.
Benjamin Quarles. New York: Oxford University Press, 1969.

Benjamin Quarles, the first African American to receive a PhD in history from 
the University of Wisconsin–Madison, was one of a handful of historians to 
bridge the gap between African American history’s emergence as a scholarly field 
during the early twentieth century and its full flowering from the 1960s on. This, 
arguably his most original and important work, laid the foundation for a whole 
new field of study.
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Richard C. Keller
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Medical History  
and Bioethics

Restoring Order: The Ecole des Chartes and the Organization of Archives 
and Libraries in France, 1820–1870.
Lara Jennifer Moore. Duluth, MN: Litwin Books, 2008.

This wonderful book was written as a dissertation by a great friend, Lara Moore. 
Lara and I were Fulbright scholars in Paris in 1998 and 1999, when she conduct-
ed the research that led to this book, and when I conducted the research that led 
to my first book. Lara was an outstanding guide to the mysteries of doing histori-
cal research in Paris, and was an exceptional critic, never afraid to ask the crucial 
question of a historian: “So what?” She pushed me in important ways, and made 
me a better historian as a result. Her death in 2003 was an unspeakable tragedy 
to all who knew her. I have selected her book as a way to honor her memory, and 
in the hopes that her work may inspire another.

Hasan Khatib
College of Agricultural and Life Sciences, Department of Dairy Science

The Cartoon Guide to Genetics.
Larry Gonick and Mark Wheelis. Harper Perennial, 1991.

It is my passion to introduce nontraditional methods of teaching to my students. 
The Cartoon Guide to Genetics is a creative way for students to engage in their own 
learning.

Sung S. Kim
School of Business

Laura J. Knoll
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Medical Microbiology

Song of Solomon.
Toni Morrison. Knopf, 2006.

Song of Solomon is my favorite book; I have read it three times. It is said that when 
you read a book the first time, it is from the reader’s perspective. The second time 
you read a book you begin to see the author’s perspective. I read Song of Solomon 
for a third time, after I became a mother, to see it from a mother’s perspective. I 
highly recommend re-reading your favorite books, especially after experiencing a 
major event in your life.

Patrick J. Krysan
College of Agricultural and Life Sciences, Department of Horticulture

Huichuan J. Lai
College of Agricultural and Life Sciences, Department of Nutritional Science

Medical Nutrition and Disease : A Case-Based Approach.
Edited by Lisa Hark and Gail Morrison. Wiley, 2009.

No statement provided.
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Lingjun Li
School of Pharmacy

Fundamentals of Contemporary Mass Spectrometry.
Chhabil Dass. Wiley-Interscience, 2007.

This book is a valuable resource for my research and teaching activities. Mass 
spectrometry has played a pivotal role in a variety of scientific disciplines, and it 
is also a major area of research interest and an essential tool for our research in 
the neuroscience and drug discovery area. This book gives readers a concise and 
authoritative overview of modern mass spectrometry instrumentation, techniques, 
and applications, including the latest developments. This should be a good refer-
ence book for any researchers working in the mass spectrometry field and also 
serves as an excellent text for graduate students who are interested in this rapidly 
evolving research area.

Jeffrey T. Linderoth
College of Engineering, Department of Industrial Engineering

Linear Programming with MATLAB.
Michael C. Ferris, Olvi L. Mangasarian and Stephen J. Wright. 
Philadelphia: Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics: 
Mathematical Programming Society, 2007.

The authors of this book helped to start, and are continuing, the University of 
Wisconsin–Madison’s leadership in numerical optimization.

Ernesto Livorni
College of Letters and Science, Department of French and Italian

L’opera in versi.
Eugenio Montale; critical edition by Rosanna Bettarini and  
Gianfranco Contini. Turin: Einaudi, 1980.

This edition of the complete poems by Montale was and still is an excellent 
approach to the poetry of one of the most important poets of the twentieth  
century.

David M. Lynn
College of Engineering, Department of Chemical and Biological Engineering

Gary E. Lyons
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Anatomy

Heart Development.
Edited by Richard P. Harvey and Nadia Rosenthal. Academic Press, 1999.

The heart is the first functional organ in the embryo. Although we seldom think 
about it in our daily lives, its normal function is essential. In the adult, heart 
disease is the leading cause of death in the United States. This book summarizes 
recent findings in the field of heart development, making us more aware of the 
importance of this organ in our existence.
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Zhenqiang Ma
College of Engineering, Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering

Physics of Organic Semiconductors.
Edited by Wolfgang Brütting. Wiley-VCH, 2005.

No statement provided.

Luis Madureira
College of Letters and Science, Department of Spanish and Portuguese

Crónica dos feitos da Guiné.
Gomes Eanes de Zurara and Torquato de Sousa Soares. Lisboa: Alfa, 1989.

As one of the first European accounts of Africa in the modern world, this 1460 
chronicle has been fundamental to my research on the Portuguese presence in 
Africa. It is important that a modern edition be a part of Memorial Library’s  
collection.

B. Venkat Mani
College of Letters and Science, Department of German

Shekhar: Ek Jeevani I & II.
Sachchidanand Hiranand Vatsyayana “Agyeya.”  
National Publishing House, 1999.

Shekhar: Ek Jeevani is one of the masterpieces of Hindi literature. Authored by 
Agyeya (1911–87)—one of the most well-known Hindi novelists, poets, and 
critics of the twentieth century—the novel narrates the formative years and 
coming of age of the protagonist Shekhar. Set in the first half of the twentieth 
century, the novel follows the life of Shekhar as he struggles with the realities 
of linguistic colonialism of the English language and its effects on his own intel-
lect and creativity, his desires and sexuality, and his commitment to the Indian 
Independence Movement in the politically charged decades of the early twentieth 
century. Conceived at the intersection of high modernism and social realism, the 
novel steals the genre of the bildungsroman from Europe and transforms it radi-
cally. Orhan Pamuk’s The New Life (1994) begins with the line “One day I read 
a book, and my whole life changed.” Shekhar: Ek Jeevani had that effect on me 
when I “discovered” it as a 13-year-old in 1985. The erotic and chaotic energy of 
youth suddenly lay bare in front of me, even though I was yet to experience it. 
Such was the power of literature: the novel sealed my interest in pursuing a col-
lege education in literature. Shekhar continues to influence me as a teacher and 
scholar today; the novel remains an important marker for my understanding of 
the globality of the bildungsroman, non-European expressions of modernism, and 
above all, the understanding of Bildung (formation/education) as a conglomerate 
of individual aspirations and desires filtered through historical and political con-
tingencies.
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Joseph A. Mason
College of Letters and Science, Department of Geography

Katherine D. McMahon
College of Engineering, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering

Julie Fisher Mead
School of Education, Department of Educational Leadership 
and Policy Analysis

Becoming Justice Blackmun: Harry Blackmun’s Supreme Court Journey.
Linda Greenhouse. New York: Times Books: H. Holt and Co., 2005.

This book provides a window into the workings of the U.S. Supreme Court by 
telling the story of this influential jurist—a man who cared deeply about justice 
and the Court’s role in constructing a more perfect union.

Aroor V. Moorthy
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Medicine

From Fish to Philosopher.
Homer William Smith. Doubleday, 1961.

Homer Smith was one of the giants in nephrology. His early work on the role of 
the kidney in maintaining a balance of sodium in the body is the foundation on 
which the subsequent research on kidney function is based. His book traces the 
mechanisms of sodium balance as it evolved over time and across species, as life  
on this planet moved from the sea to the land. It is truly a masterpiece that will  
be of interest to non-nephrologists as well.

Fedor L. Nazarov
College of Letters and Science, Department of Mathematics

Mark S. C. Nelson
School of Human Ecology

Pagan Fleshworks: The Alchemy of Body Modification.
Maureen Mercury. Park Street Press, 2000.

No statement provided.

Michael G. Oliva
College of Engineering, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering

Santiago Calatrava: The Bridges.
Alexander Tzonis and Rebecca Caso Donadei. Universe Publishing, 2005.

This book demonstrates the importance of art and aesthetics in the construction of 
society’s infrastructure.
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C. David Page
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Biostatistics  
and Medical Informatics

Logical and Relational Learning.
Luc De Raedt. Springer, 2008

This book covers what I believe will be the most important areas of machine 
learning in the future, especially when modeling clinical databases for personal-
ized medicine.

Sara E. Patterson
College of Agricultural and Life Sciences, Department of Horticulture

New Oxford Book of Food Plants.
John Griffith Vaughan and Catherine Geissler. 2nd edition.  
Oxford University Press, 2009.

An outstanding overview of food plants for both the scientist and nonscientist. It 
is difficult to find; thus, a library copy would be excellent.

Jonathan Alan Patz
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Population Health 
Sciences, and the Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies

Planetary Overload: Global Environmental Change and the Health of  
the Human Species.
Anthony J. McMichael. Cambridge University Press, 1993.

This was one of the first great books on global environmental health written by 
probably my most valued and respected mentor, Professor McMichael.

Roberto J. Rengel
School of Human Ecology, Department of Design Studies

Space and the Architect: Lessons in Architecture 2.
Herman Hertzberger. Rotterdam: 010 Publishers, 2000.

Mr. Hertzberger has been one of the primary practitioners/authors about issues 
of architectural space. There are many lessons here for students of design.

Andrew William Michael Reynolds
College of Letters and Science, Department of Slavic Languages

Times Comprehensive Atlas of the World.
12th edition. Reprinted with changes 2008. London: Times Books, 2008.

In honor of my father, Captain Joseph Michael Reynolds, who gave me an  
earlier edition of this book as a Christmas present many years ago in Swansea, 
UK. My father encouraged me to explore the world; he died April 2, 2009.
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Aric P. Rindfleisch
School of Business

The Wealth of Networks: How Social Production Transforms Markets  
and Freedom.
Yochai Benkler. Yale University Press, 2006.

This book provides the theoretical foundation for understanding how the emerg-
ing logic of peer-to-peer sharing will dramatically alter our economy, organiza-
tions, and laws. If you are interested in any of these topics, The Wealth of Networks 
is a must-read.

Roberta Riportella
School of Human Ecology, Department of Consumer Science

A Brief History of Everything.
Ken Wilber. 2nd edition. Boston: Shambhala, 2007.

Some books change our lives by demanding that we see the world in new ways, 
particularly for those of us who had been convinced that our reductionist way 
of knowing about the world is the only right way. Ken Wilber’s book is both a 
constant challenge and a constant companion. Wilber is undoubtedly one of the 
preeminent philosophical thinkers of our world today. Not a day goes by that I 
am not directly influenced by what Wilber has laid out in this treatise; a universe 
full of sex, soul, and spirit. What else could we possibly be looking for?

Lauren V. Riters
College of Letters and Science, Department of Zoology

Neuroscience of Birdsong.
Edited by H. Philip Zeigler and Peter Marler.  
Cambridge University Press, 2008.

This book contains papers by many of the scientists who have shaped my views 
and inspired me to explore why birds sing.

Mark A. Ritter
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Human Oncology

Actions of Radiation on Living Cells.
Douglas Edward Lea. England: Cambridge University Press, 1955.

This classic, ahead-of-its-time book had a profound influence on me as a gradu-
ate student and on the entire field of radiation biology in the early 1970s. Filled 
with ideas and insightful analyses, it helped shape my early interests and research 
directions. It is a classic treasure, held in high esteem by all who have been in the 
field for any length of time.

Gail A. Robertson
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Physiology

Dream Work.
Mary Oliver. 1st edition. Boston: Atlantic Monthly Press, 1986.

I became a scientist because of my lifelong love of nature. I was nearly derailed 
by poetry, which I discovered in high school and pursued in my first year of col-
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lege as an English major. I chose this book by Mary Oliver because of her astute 
observations and poetic interpretations of nature, and because I would like others 
to know that science, like poetry, is a creative endeavor. This book contains the 
poem “Wild Geese,” which is a favorite of mine and many others. It is a poem of 
redemption for the simple state of being human in the natural world.

Douglas P. Rosenberg
School of Education, Department of Art

Marjorie A. Rosenberg
School of Business

Paul C. Sacaridiz
School of Education, Department of Art

Norma Saldivar
College of Letters and Science, Department of Theatre and Drama

Akbar M. Sayeed
College of Engineering, Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering

The Beat of a Different Drum: The Life and Science of Richard Feynman.
Jagdish Mehra. Oxford University Press, 1994.

I have always been interested in biographies of influential people, and Richard 
Feynman is one of my idols. There have been several biographies of Feynman 
but this one does a splendid job of painting an integrated portrait of the life and 
science of Feynman—he was a great physicist, with a unique and visceral feel for 
physical reality, and his life was equally rich and eventful.

James J. Schauer
College of Engineering, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering

Air: Our Planet’s Ailing Atmosphere.
Hans Tammemagi. Oxford University Press, 2009.

No statement provided.

Stacey L. Schultz-Cherry
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Medical Microbiology 
and Immunology

Sherrill L. Sellers
College of Letters and Science, School of Social Work 
and La Follette School of Public Affairs

Kindred.
Octavia E. Butler. Beacon Press, 2003.

No statement provided.
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Ananth Seshadri
College of Letters and Science, Department of Economics

David W. Shaffer
School of Education, Department of Educational Psychology

Flight to Arras.
Antoine de Saint-Exupéry. New York: Reynal & Hitchcock, 1942.

This book is a wonderful treatise on the dedication of self to a higher ideal—
surely one of the hallmarks of a successful academic.

Anath Shalev
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Medicine

Anthony J. Simotes
College of Letters and Science, Department of Theatre and Drama

Kurt D. Squire
School of Education, Department of Curriculum and Instruction

The Quest for Certainty: A Study of the Relation of Knowledge and Action.
John Dewey. New York: Putnam, 1929.

John Dewey’s theory of action and knowledge, and its implications for how we 
conduct social science research, has been a constant inspiration and touchstone 
for conducting my research and theorizing education.

Richard A. Staley
College of Letters and Science, Department of History of Science

[Title Forthcoming].
H. Otto Sibum

After finishing my PhD at the University of Cambridge (amongst an inspiring 
group of students and faculty) I was fortunate enough to gain a postdoctoral 
fellowship there, in a research project that developed into two exhibitions at 
the Whipple Museum for the History of Science. Truly collaborative research 
is fairly rare in the humanities, but working with Simon Schaffer, Jim Bennett, 
Otto Sibum, and Bob Brain was extraordinarily rewarding and greatly enjoyable. 
I’d gone into it having worked on the history of theory and the relations between 
education and research in physics; and came out of it with new ways to link 
instruments, experiment and theory, science at work and on display, and indi-
vidual scientists and the community of their fellows. Slowly I worked out how to 
weave those diverse strands together in a book: Einstein’s Generation: The Origins of 
the Relativity Revolution. Knowing how much my own research has been deepened 
by the inspiration and demands of that collaboration, by continued conversation 
(especially with Otto and Bob), and by the example of their research and books 
in progress, this is a chance to celebrate the fruitful initiatives that stem from 
common work. Thank you, Otto!
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Amy E. Stambach
School of Education, Department of Educational Policy Studies

Beethoven, Streich-Quartette [String Quartets]. Op. 127, 130–133,135.  
C.F. Peters. Nr, 195c.
In fond memory of the Spindrift Quartet.

James H. Stein
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Medicine

Principles of Critical Care.
Edited by Jesse B. Hall, Gregory A. Schmidt, and Lawrence D.H. Wood.  
3rd Edition. McGraw-Hill, Medical Publishing Division, 2005.

This is an outstanding textbook of medicine that integrates pathophysiology and 
clinical care, including its social and ethical contexts; a paradigm for outstanding 
medical education.

John C. Stier
College of Agricultural and Life Sciences, Department of Horticulture

Randy R. Stoecker
College of Agricultural and Life Sciences, Department of Rural Sociology

We Make the Road by Walking: Conversations on Education 
and Social Change.
Myles Horton. Temple University Press, 1990.

No statement provided.

Scott Straus
College of Letters and Science, Department of Political Science

Blackface, White Noise: Jewish Immigrants in the Hollywood Melting Pot.
Michael Rogin. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1996.

Michael Rogin was one of the most important influences on my intellectual 
development. He was extraordinarily perceptive and insightful; he was one of the 
smartest and kindest men I have known and was an exceptional mentor. Mike 
died the day I started my dissertation fieldwork in 2001. His example in scholar-
ship and mentorship is one that inspires me to this day.

Krishnan Suresh
College of Engineering, Department of Mechanical Engineering

The Finite Element Method: Its Basis and Fundamentals.
O.C. Zienkiewicz, R.L. Taylor, and J.Z. Zhu. 6th edition.  
Boston: Elsevier Butterworth-Heinemann, 2005.

The breadth, depth, and clarity of this classic text surprises me each time I open 
its covers.
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Adel Talaat
School of Veterinary Medicine, Department of Pathobiological Sciences

Sean T. Teuton
College of Letters and Science, Department of English

On Our Own Ground: The Complete Writings of William Apess, a Pequot.
Edited and with introduction by Barry O’Connell. University of 
Massachusetts Press, 1992.

This nineteenth-century Native American intellectual gave me a good deal of 
comfort during graduate study, in knowing that he was not the last nor I the first. 
The source of his learning remains a mystery to scholars.

Amy Trentham Dietz
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of  
Population Health Sciences

Rosen’s Breast Pathology.
Paul Peter Rosen. 3rd edition. Lippincott, Williams, and Wilkins, 2008.

No statement provided.

Mary Kathleen Trotter
College of Letters and Science, Department of Theatre and Drama

The Performing Century: Nineteenth-Century Theatre’s History.
Edited by Tracy C. Davis and Peter Holland. Palgrave Macmillan, 2008.

This text offers a wonderful examination of one of the liveliest periods in 
Anglophone theatre history, written by a collection of some of the finest and most 
interesting theatre historians at work today. One of its editors, Tracy C. Davis, 
introduced me to the art of theatre history, and has mentored me for many years.

Raghu Vemuganti
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Neurological Surgery

Regulation of Gene Expression by Small RNAs.
Edited by Rajesh K. Gaur and John J. Rossi. CRC, 2009.

No statement provided.

Geoffrey L. Wallace
College of Letters and Science, Department of Economics and LaFollette 
School of Public Affairs

Karen M. Wassarman
College of Letters and Science, Department of Bacteriology

Bacterial Stress Responses.
Edited by Gisela Storz and Regine Hengge-Aronis. 2nd edition. ASM,  
forthcoming.

No statement provided.
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Stefan Westerhoff
College of Letters and Science, Department of Physics

Probability Theory: The Logic of Science.
Edwin T. Jaynes, Edited by G. Larry Bretthorst. 
Cambridge University Press, 2003.

This is a very comprehensive treaty on logical and statistical inference. It has 
strongly influenced my way of thinking about problems in my area of research, 
in science in general, and even in everyday life. This is one of those rare science 
books that is both rigorous and a pleasure to read. Clearly Jaynes has strong 
opinions on everything he writes about and lets us know what he thinks, some-
times in a chatty way, but always honest and always entertaining.

John W. Williams
College of Letters and Science, Department of Geography

Encyclopedia of Paleoclimatology and Ancient Environments.
Vivian Gornitz. Springer, 2008.

This encyclopedia provides a new and up-to-date synthesis of recent advances in 
paleoclimatology, my field of study.

Paul P. H. Wilson
College of Engineering, Department of Engineering Physics

Power to Save the World: The Truth about Nuclear Energy.
Gwyneth Cravens. Alfred A. Knopf, 2007.

I have devoted much of my life to telling a positive story about nuclear energy. 
Gwyneth Cravens documents a journey that she took from a typical antinuclear 
position to a more informed and supportive one. This is a journey that I hope 
others can also take.

Jon P. Woods
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Medical Microbiology

Ulysses.
James Joyce. Orchises, 1998.

I’ve wandered, too.

Martin T. Zanni
College of Letters and Science, Department of Chemistry

Straight Man.
Richard Russo. Random House, 1997.

I recommend this book because it makes me laugh.

Su-Chun Zhang
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Anatomy

Weixiong Zhong
School of Medicine and Public Health, Department of Pathology and 
Laboratory Medicine
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