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In the fall of 2005, the UW Madison Libraries went into full production with a locally developed Web-based application that dynamically generates custom course-specific web pages containing links to reserves (including e-reserves), library resources, library instruction materials and library services.  Library Course Pages (LCPs) are accessed from the MyUW portal and Learn@UW (D2L) using a campus netid.  In either case students only have access to materials associated with the courses for which they are currently enrolled.
Sample Library Course Page
Below is a screenshot of what the student or instructor sees when accessing an LCP.  Regardless of which campus library interacts with the instructor and creates the LCP, there is a consistent layout which helps students navigate the page.  When reserves are available for a course they are always under the first tab. 
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The University of Wisconsin Madison Libraries

Course Info:
CONSUMER SCIENCE 562 (intornational Retailing)
Hurd,Betty Jane
Spring 2004-2005 LEC 001 W 06:30 PH to 09:00 PM
Library Contacts:
Jean Ruenger-Hanson, Steenbock Library, iruenger@library.wisc.edy, 263-6048

Course Materials:
Reserves | Company Resources | Country Resources | RefWorks

Questions about reserves? Contact steeresv@library. wisc.edu, 608-262-1371
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Library Course Page Builder

The staff interface used to create LCPs has been dubbed the Library Course Page Builder.   This application was built using PHP scripting and runs on a Linux based Apache server with a MySQL database.  Data about each LCP is fed to the campus Resource Bridge and automatically places links to the LCP within MyUW and Learn@UW.

The LCP database allows reserves staff to create and organize lists of e-reserves while instruction librarians can provide a variety of selected resources specifically related to a course, all brought together seamlessly into one course page.  Reserves staff and instruction staff do not need to coordinate directly with each other for these materials to come together as a single Library Course Page.  This is very useful for library staff in the creation of the pages and very convenient for students in their access to the resources.

Librarians follow a wizard-style series of screens to choose the appropriate course, select the banner, footer, and contact information they wish to be displayed, create named tabs, and then populate those tabs with reserves, links to databases, instruction materials, etc.  The system requires no knowledge of html and the public version of the LCP may be previewed while in LCP Builder.
Screenshot of LCP Builder Staff Interface
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Advantages
In addition to its ease of use for staff, the LCP system offers many advantages, both now and in the future.  The key advantage is it gives the opportunity to integrate library resources at the course level in a personalized way.  Unlike the main Libraries Web site which is comprehensive in nature, the most relevant resources and services for the course are filtered out and delivered in one “package”.  One of the biggest overall advantages is the flexibility of the infrastructure because it allows for integration of LCPs with other campus systems such as MyUW and Learn@UW.  They handle authentication and assure secure access to copyright protected materials such as ereserves.  And our local LCP application can remain consistent (or be enhanced as needed) regardless of changes in campus enterprise systems largely due to the campus Resource Bridge.  
Information Architecture
The illustration below shows the various connections that make the LCP system work.  LCP Builder retrieves course information from the campus Data Warehouse.  Library staff, in consultation with instructors, selects the appropriate course and create content, or in the case of ereserves, links to designated readings.  LCP Builder then sends a data feed to the campus Resource Bridge.  In turn, MyUW and Learn@UW systems consult the Resource Bridge and retrieve the appropriate data feed for the course.  Students, faculty and instructors log in to either MyUW or Learn@UW and have access to the correct LCP for the course.


Access to LCPs in MyUW



Access to LCPs in Learn@UW
   Preferred method: NavBar link

 Alternative method: Widget link

Statistics

Statistical reports are still under development, however the following numbers may serve as indicators of the scope of the LCP project.

Fall 2005
Approximately 4000 Timetable courses were taught at UW Madison.  

· ~1100 or more than 25% had an LCP

· ~800 or about 20% had a D2L course space
· 265 courses were identified that had both an LCP and a D2L course space.  This represents about 33% of all LCPs for the semester.
Spring 2006
Approximately 4000 Timetable courses were taught at UW Madison.

· ~1000 or about 25% had an LCP 
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Students, instructors and library staff log in to MyUW using a campus netid.  Students and faculty are supplied with a list of resources associated with each course they are enrolled in or teaching.  In addition, there is a secondary access point (not shown here) which allows instructors and library staff access to LCPs for all departments.  





Students, faculty and instructors log in to Learn@UW using a campus netid.  Starting with spring 2007, LCP links were automatically supplied to the NavBar of all Learn@UW courses.  The link syntax points to the Resource Bridge which is programmed to match the D2L course with the appropriate LCP.  When a course does not have a custom LCP, a more generic LCP is substituted.





Unfortunately, a D2L bug was discovered early in the semester which allows global deletion of this NavBar link by any D2L instructor.  Resolution of this problem must be a high priority to address in D2L version 8 which will be deployed summer 2007.








In the meantime, all Learn@UW courses at Madison have a widget at the course level containing the LCP link (Library/Reserves).  This is viewed as a much less satisfactory approach because once the student enters the content area of the course the widget is no longer visible.  In contrast, the NavBar link is always visible which allows the student to easily link out to reserve readings or other library resources within the context of the course content.  








