How the Recommended Library Link in D2L Works




Custom link syntax used at UW Green Bay
We created a custom link and added it to the default Nav Bar of all our D2L courses. The address of the link is: http://www.uwgb.edu/library/instruction/courses/CrsPage.asp?c={OrgUnitCode}. When a student or instructor clicks on the link the {OrgUnitCode} is replaced with the unique D2L course ID. This course ID is passed to an ASP (Active Server Page) in our Library website which then checks to see if there exists a course-specific web page for this course. If there is, the user is taken to that page. If not, the user is taken to a web page with general library information. This ASP also appends information about this hit to a separate text file. This information includes the name of the course, date, time, day of the week, hour of the day, and month. No information is retained that might identify the user.  [From the UW Green Bay D2L – Library Link Integration Report]
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Student logs in to D2L and selects course





Step 1





Step 2





Student clicks the D2L NavBar Custom link





OPTION A


Library Home page – no customized link syntax used  





Step 3





OPTION C


Customized link syntax used to direct visitor to appropriate Web page





D2L NavBar Custom link directs student to appropriate library Web page depending on the option selected.  Note: NavBar Custom link is applied to all D2L courses.





Library resources selected by department or subject area 





OPTION B


Common Web page designed for all D2L courses – no customized link syntax used  








Library resources selected for course assignments  





Pages may be static HTML or dynamically generated





OR Common Web page when customized content is not available  





Customized Web pages might include:


Catalog Search Box


Metalib Search Box 


Citation Linker


Reserves


Citation Guides


Email/Chat Reference


Relevant Subject Guides


Handouts & Tutorials











